March 7, 2011


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ROSE OF TRALEE OTTAWA CENTRE IS SET TO SELECT THIS YEAR’S CANDIDATE TO SEND TO IRELAND


(OTTAWA – March 7, 2011) As the St. Patrick’s week festivities begin across the city, the Rose of  Tralee Ottawa Centre prepares to select this year’s Ottawa Rose who will be a candidate to represent the Nation’s Capital in the 2011 Rose of Tralee International Festival in County Kerry, Ireland. 





 Each year, the Festival hosts young women from all over the world who gather to celebrate their Irish heritage.  The Festival was initially conceived as a way to bring Irish descendants back to Ireland, as well as a means of boosting the local economy and regenerating the town of Tralee. It has since expanded to include centres from across the globe including Australia, New Zealand, the UAE, North America and Europe. 


 The Festival derived its name from a 19th century love story.  William Mulchinock, a 19th century wealthy merchant from Tralee, wrote a song about his love for his maid Mary O'Connor. The song included the lyrics, "lovely and fair as the rose of summer, it was not her beauty alone that won me, oh no, ‘twas the truth in her eyes ever dawning’. As reflected in the song, the focus of the Festival is on the personal accomplishments of the Rose and her ability to act as a role model and ambassador for her centre and for the festival. 


Before the final Ottawa selections at the residence of the Irish Ambassador hosted by CTV’s Michael O’Byrne, this year’s Rose candidates will participate in various activities including the St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Led by Ottawa’s 2010 Rose, Laura Hay, the young ladies will tour around meeting the groups and organizations who are part of Ottawa’s thriving Irish community.  The winning Rose will be selected by a panel of judges and will receive an all expenses paid trip to Ireland to represent the Ottawa Centre in the Rose of Tralee Regional Finals in County Laois. If the Ottawa Rose successfully makes it through Regionals, she will then return in August for the Rose of Tralee International Festival in County Kerry, Ireland.


The final selections on March 13 are open to the public and tickets can be purchased online at the Ottawa Rose of Tralee website: http://www.roseoftralee.ca/.   
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